
Opening 
Remarks 

Rick Polito
Editor-in-Chief

Nutrition Business Journal 



Enhance your conference 
by joining the virtual experience.

Download the Virtual Platform Mobile App to:
• Stay up-to-date on education and event changes.

• Connect, chat and book meetings with both in-person and virtual attendees.

• Watch live sessions, or playback sessions that you missed.

• Post questions for speakers in real time in the live chat feature.

• Find speaker slide decks and relevant content in the Resource Pages 

• Learn more about Sponsors.

• And so much more!

Virtual Experience 

Sponsored by 



Agenda 
& Events

Wednesday, July 26th

7:00am - 11:00am PT Coffee Station 

Sponsored by

7:10am - 8:10am PT Breakfast 

Sponsored by

8:10am - 8:20am PT Opening Remarks 

8:20am - 9:20am PT Get Big Things Done: The Power of Connectional Intelligence

Sponsored by

10:10am - 10:50am PT State of the Industry: M&A and Financial Markets Overview 

9:40am - 10:10am PT Refreshment Break & Book Signing 

Sponsored by

10:15am - 10:50am PT State of the Industry: Investments & Fundraising 

10:50am - 11:30am PT Leadership Reflections: Functional Mushrooms 

11:30am - 11:35am PT Closing Remarks and Announcements 

11:35am - 12:45pm PT Lunch 

Sponsored by

Agenda Sponsored by



Agenda 
& Events

Wednesday, July 26th

12:00pm - 12:45pm 

PT
Lunch & Learn: Science and Industry 

Responsibility in Microdosing and Psychedelics

Sponsored by

2:00pm - 5:00pm PT Activities

Terranea Pool Party
Sponsored by

Chair Massages & Eye 

Testing
Sponsored by

Porsche Driving 

Experience
Sponsored by

9:00am - 5:30pm PT One-On-One Business Networking Meetings 

Sponsored by

6:30pm - 7:30pm PT NBJ Awards Reception 

Sponsored by

Wine 

Sponsored by

Mocktails 

Sponsored by

Photobooth 

Sponsored by

7:30pm - 10:00pm PT NBJ Awards Dinner 

Sponsored by

Agenda Sponsored by



Get Big Things Done: 
The Power of Connectional Intelligence 

Erica Dhawan
Award Winning Keynote Speaker & Author on 

Collaboration,

Cotential

Sponsored by

"Kemin is excited to introduce Erica 
Dhawan, as she speaks to the 
importance of collaboration and its 
positive impact on driving 
exponential growth in business."



Erica Dhawan

ericadhawan.com

CEO, Cotential

erica@cotentialgroup.com

@ericadhawan

Get Big Things Done: The 
Power of Connectional 
Intelligence



• Get the Hybrid toolkit link here: hybridtoolkit.com

• Take Erica's How to Manage a Hybrid Team course here: 
https://ericadhawan.com/hybridwork with a 50% discount for 
attendees. The discount code is KEYNOTE50

• Follow Erica's daily tips on LinkedIn and Instagram

Gifts from Erica Dhawan

https://ericadhawan.com/hybrid
https://ericadhawan.com/hybridwork/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ericadhawan/
https://www.instagram.com/ericadhawan_/


State of the Industry: 

M&A and Financial Markets Overview 

William Hood
Managing Director & Founding Partner 

William Hood & Company











Refreshment 
Break and 
Meet & Greet 

Sponsored by



State of the Industry: 

Investments & Fundraising 

William Hood 
Managing Director & Founding Partner 

William Hood & Company

Jordan Gaspar
Founder & Managing Partner 

AF Ventures 

Amin Maredia
Co-Founder

Meaningful Partners  

Dean Kelly 
CEO 

Gainful 



Leadership Reflections: 

Functional Mushrooms

Thomas Aarts
Co-Founder

Nutrition Business Journal , NBJ Summit 

Najla Guthrie
Chief Executive Officer

KGK Science

Sandra Carter, Ph.D. 
Founder, President

Om Mushroom Superfood and 

M2 Ingredients  

Cory Rosenberg
Founder, President & CEO 

First Person   
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Introduction
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Closing 
Remarks & 
Announcements 

Rick Polito
Editor-in-Chief

Nutrition Business Journal 



Wednesday, July 26th – Activities 

Sponsored by

Porsche Driving Experience
Wednesday, July 26th

1:45pm – 5:00pm PT

Terranea Pool Party
Wednesday, July 26th

2:00pm – 5:00pm PT

Sponsored by

Chair Massages & Eye Testing 
Wednesday, July 26th

2:00pm – 5:00pm PT

Sponsored by



Wednesday Events 

Agenda Sponsored by



Lunch

11:35am - 12:45pm PT 

Palos Verdes Terrace

Lunch & Learn 

12:00pm - 12:45pm PT 

Palos Verdes Ballroom 1-5

Sponsored by



Lunch & Learn:

Science and Industry Responsibility 
in Microdosing and Psychedelics 

Sponsored by

Loree Sutton, M.D.
Retired Brigadier General & 

Psychiatrist 

Nick Bitz, N.D. 
SVP Product Development 

Neurohacker Collective 

Rick Polito
Editor-in-Chief

Nutrition Business Journal

Najla Guthrie
Chief Executive Officer

KGK Science

Joseph Claussen
Co-Founder & Director of 
Ingredients 
First Person 
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Consumer use and perceptions of 
medicinal mushrooms

Rick Polito 

Editor-in-Chief

Nutrition Business Journal

rpolito@newhope.com

NBJ Summit 2023



Nearly one-third of consumers have 
consumed or currently consume psilocybin



41% of consumers believe mushrooms 
should be legal for medical purposes



Half of consumers use medicinal mushrooms 
for general recreational use

Reasons for medicinal mushroom use 
among current users
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Thank you!


