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RUSH’s Climate Resilience Journey

Building a Foundation, Bridges, and Lenses
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Rush University System for Health



Our Foundation
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Sustainability At Rush
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Environmental Sustainability Team (EST)

Mission: To measure, manage, and minimize RUMC’s environmental footprint. 
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Community/Social Sphere
 Community Health Equity and Engagement (CHEE)
 Anchor Mission Team
 DE&I Team
 Community Social Workers
 Rush BMO Institute for Health Equity
 West Side United
 Rush Education and Career Hub (REACH)
 Rush School-Based Health Centers
 Rush Community Service Initiatives Program (RCSIP)
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Life Expectancy (Years) at Birth by Neighborhood 
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Bridge Building
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Sustainability At Rush
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The Spark
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HHS Climate Pledge
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Unifying Efforts Pilot
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“The RUSH Commitment”



New Lenses
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PGH/HCWH Climate Resilience Planning Cohort

Focus Areas:
• Emergency 

Preparedness
• Facilities
• Community Health
• Public Infrastructure
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Emergency Preparedness
 Partners: 

• Emergency Management Program
 Tools/Reports: 

• Hazard Vulnerability Assessment 
• Emergency Operations Plan

Wins: 
• EST on Emergency Management Committee 
• Reviewing and Suggesting EOP/HVA Updates



Presented by

Facility Resilience
 Partners: 

• RUSH Enterprise Risk Management
• Facilities/Operations Staff

 Tools/Reports: 
• Facilities and Equipment Risk Register
• US Climate Resilient Health Care Facilities Toolkit

Wins:
• Facilities & Equipment Domain ERM meetings/risk register 
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Community Health Resilience

Partners: 
• RUSH Community Health Teams
• Community-Based Orgs
• West Side United

Tools/Reports: 
• RUSH community health equity, Anchor 

Mission reports, etc

Life Expectancy (Years) at Birth by 
Neighborhood 
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Public Infrastructure Resilience

Partners:
• RUSH Government Affairs 
• City of Chicago/Cook County
• Local Community/Advocacy Orgs

Tools/Reports: 
• TBD
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Climate Resilience Planning – Next Steps

 Expand Discussions Internally/Identify Opportunities: 
• The RUSH Commitment
• Procurement
• Capital Projects/New Construction

 Community Resilience Workshop – September
 Build a Resilience Plan/Overview.



Thank you!
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