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Special Interest 
Group Open 
Education

• Expert group on open education

• SURF

• Webinars

• Community meetings

• White papers
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NETHERLANDS)
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Open Education A general term, covering several processes:

 Finding, adopting, (re)using and publishing open educational resources

 Develop learning activities that encourage creation, (re)use and sharing of these 
resources.

OER  consist of all digital learning 
materials that either are  in the public 

domain or have been released under an 
open license, that permit no-cost 

access, re-use, re-purpose, adaptation 
and redistribution by others



OUR 
DEFINITION 
OF OPEN 
PEDAGOGY

1. Students work on learning tasks where the value they add is openly accessible so 
that others can access it, share it, and add value again (adding value) 

2. Learning tasks are carried out by students who are connected via open 
networks (including social media) (collaboration in open networks) 

3. Students contribute to knowledge creation through learning tasks by adapting, 
reusing, or combining openly available content/knowledge items and making the 

product of their work openly available (creating and sharing knowledge) 

4. Learning tasks use open educational resources (OER) and content available on 
open networks (use of open licences).

5. Learning tasks encourage students to use different types of knowledge 
items/educational resources, and hence also enable them to familiarise

themselves with differing perspectives, voices and representations (accessible and 
inclusive).



• adding value: Constructive, Purposeful, Authentic

• collaboration in open networks: Collaborative, Authentic

• creating and sharing knowledge: Active, Constructive 

• use of open licences : Active

• accessible and inclusive: Authentic , Collaborative 

MEANINGFUL LEARNING
Learner empowerment: students participate in knowledge creation, teaching, 
and in the appraisal of themselves and others. 

Cooperation: Knowledge is not seen as complete, unchanging, or determined 
by those traditionally holding positions of authority (such as scholars, 
professors or lecturers). Lecturers and students recognize the value of joint 
knowledge development and make every effort to do so.
 
Transparency: Transparency is needed when expressing the purpose of the 
educational activities, the assessments, and the expectations associated with 
them. Transparency is also needed in the values inherent in education, such as 
how knowledge is built up, and how one’s own prejudices, beliefs and values 
influence education and learning dynamics. 

Personalised learning: Students are free to decide what is taught, how it is 
taught, how the command of a subject should be demonstrated, and when the 
learning takes place. 

Open sharing: Free sharing of information, resources and knowledge. 
Individuals allow others to use what they create to bolster their own personal 
and/or professional development.  



EXAMPLES OF 
PRACTICES

• Work and learning in labs or 
professional community’s

• Knowledge exchange in open 
networks

• Provide additional assessments / resources for formative learning
• Let students create blog, vlog, poster and other impactful work

• Students find, use and create 
OERs in their learning

• Co-create an open textbook
• Integrate OER in curriculum 

design

• Co-author scientific article (open 
science)

• Students share their products to other
students

• Post results online for the world

• Use of open textbooks
• Teachers use a mix of 

OER in their class
• Subscribe to (M)OOC



Open 
Pedagogy: 
Practical 
aspects



Saxion & 
Radboud University

 Student as recipient of offered knowledge



Wageningen University 
& Research  &

University of Groningen
 Student as knowledge creator

https://sites.google.com/
rug.nl/biopsychologyinte
rdisciplinary/home



TU Delft  Student-led knowledge development

https://www.tudelft.nl/teachingacademy/th
emes/blended-education/share/using-
stack-overflow-for-qa-in-a-large-course



Download and read our 
paper on Open Pedagogy 
as a driving force for 
meaningful learning on

https://bit.ly/SIGOE



TAKEAWAYS

Open Pedagogy to increase student involvement: 

 Connect with and participate in community; 

 Take responsibility for own learning;

 Improve access to knowledge; 

 Create and share knowledge. 

Things to consider: 

 In your course: let students contribute to knowledge 
creation (this is already the first step!) 

 In the program: view student as partner or young 
professional
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